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1. Definition of Landscape Architecture






Landscape Architecture is the profession which applies
artistic and scientific principles to the research,
planning, design, and management of both natural and
built environments.
Practitioners of this profession apply creative and
technical skills and scientific, cultural, and political
knowledge in the planned arrangement of natural and
constructed elements on the land with a concern for
the stewardship and conservation of natural,
constructed and human resources.
The resulting environments shall serve useful,
aesthetic, safe, and enjoyable purposes.

Landscape architecture may, for the purposes of landscape
preservation, development and enhancement, include:
(Board of Trustees, November 18, 1993. Source: ASLA 1993)

1 iinvestigation,
1.
i i
selection,
l i
and
d allocation
ll
i off lland
d and
d water
resources for appropriate use;
2. feasibility studies;
3. formulation of graphic and written criteria to govern the
planning and design of land construction programs;
preparation,
p
, review,, and analysis
y of master p
plans for land use
4. p
and development;
5. production of overall site plans, landscape grading and
landscape drainage plans, irrigation plans, planting plans,
and construction details;
6. specifications;
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2. Brief History of the Profession
7. cost estimates and reports for land development;
g of roads,, bridges,
g , and structures
8. collaboration in the design
with respect to the functional and aesthetic requirements of
the areas on which they are to be placed;
9. negotiation and arrangement for execution of land area
projects;
10.field observation and inspection of land area construction,
restoration and maintenance
restoration,
maintenance.

The modern profession of landscape architecture, according
to Norman T. Newton, began with the design of Central Park
in New York City by Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert
Vaux (Newton 1971).
May 1863 is considered by Newton to be the founding date
for the profession. On May 12, 1863, Frederick Law Olmsted
Sr. and Calvert Vaux resigned their positions as designers of
New York
York’ss Central Park and signed their resignation letter
“Olmsted and Vaux, Landscape Architects.”
This is the first official use of the title Landscape Architect
and “serves to establish the date, perhaps better than any
other, as the birthday of the profession of landscape
architecture” (Newton 1971, 273).

Code Category of Work
00 Job development
10 Landscaping, revegetation, irrigation
11 Commercial and retail
12 Roadside beautification and transportation
13 Parks and recreation
14 Schools
15 Hotels and leisure facilities
16 Environmental assessment, resource analysis, resource planning,
and GIS-based projects
17 Historic preservation
18 Land planning and urban planning
19 Industrial parks
20 Water conservation and irrigation
21 Multifamily residential
22 Single-family residential
23 Graphics, computer models, physical models, and exhibits
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Professionalism and Ethics
Professional Practice of
Landscape Architecture
Second Edition
Nicola Garmory, Rachel Tennant
and Clare Winsch

A professional
f i
l person iis one who
h offers
ff
competence and integrity of service based
upon a skilled intellectual technique and an
agreed code of conduct.

2007 Elsevier

Report of the Monopolies Commission on the Supply of
Professional Service, 1970

A professional person enables a client to do something,
which they are unable to carry out themselves and a
client will employ a professional on the basis of their:

The Landscape Institute controls the standard of work and
professional ethics via the Code of Professional Conduct and
Practice. Members are governed by and are obliged to conduct
themselves in accordance with this Code. The Institute’s
Professional Performance and Conduct Committee can enforce a
breach of the Code of Conduct.
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A landscape architect
has a responsibility to
the environment,
society
at large, the client, the
l d
landscape
profession,
f i
their own
organization/
colleagues, and also to
other professionals
and contracting
organizations.
organizations
These responsibilities
are expressed through
the undertaking or
provision of:
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